SURREY RADIO CONTACT CLUB

APRIL 2006 — no: 763

CLUB NET 1.905 MHz
CLUB NET 144.325 MHz
CLUB NET 145.500 MHz and Down

CLUB Internet WEB Site:
http://www.g3src.org.uk

Sunday 9:30am
Friday 8:30pm
Thursday 7.00pm

Hon. Sec. Ray Howells G4FFY
9 Aultone Way

SUTTON

Surrey SM1 3LD

(020) 8644 7589
E-Mail: secretary@qg3src.org.uk

MONTHLY MEETINGS 1°" AND 3%° MONDAYS 7.45 FOR 8pm
Normally AT THE T.S. TERRA NOVA, 34 THE WALDRONS, SOUTH CROYDON, CRO 4AZ
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“A” MEETING 3" Apr 2006 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
“B” MEETING 24" Apr 2006 FIX-IT, ADVICE, CHIN-WAG, CLUB STATION + "MOVE-IT-ON"

Chairman

G4XAT Gareth Evans

020-8462 2837

Vice-Chairman

G4WAY Roger Holyoake

020-8689 7089

Treasurer, Liaison & Equipment

G4DDY Maurice Fagg

020-8669 1480

Secretary, Membership & Communications

GAFFY Ray Howells

020-8644 7589

VHF Co-ordinator (Co-Opted)

G8IYS John Simkins

020-8657 0454

Publicity & HF Co-ordinator

MIMRS Robert Shepperley

020-8687 0811

Club Meetings

G4FDN Pat McGuinness

020-8643 0491

Members

63RIW Graham Marshall
G8TB Bernie Wynn

020-8647 1186
020-8660 7517

Dear Members & Friends
elo and welcome to the April 2006 newsletter
H which | am composing at the end of March
following another busy spell of PC Consultancy,
and performing my caring role. Mary is still on extended
bed rest but the pressure sores are healing but | am advised
another month or so will be needed.

Following my consultant visit earlier this month, my
PSA is now 0.4 (creeping up from the 0.32 after the
operation last October). So | am on course for
Radiotherapy as in some of the removed samples they
found some traces of Prostate cancer in my seminal
vessdls. | have adready started Hormone treatment,
initially with Cyproterone Acetate tablets for 3-weeks, and
then 4-weekly Zoladex abdomen injections starting at the
end of thisweek. | seethe team again in early May when
my situation is reviewed, together with the results of
another MRI scan prior to this. One conclusion concerns
the IMRT (Intensity Modulated Radiotherapy) and when it
will be started, this could be in 3-months time, or delayed
by up to 6-months. When commenced | have been
informed that it will be 7-weeks, 5-days a week, 15mins a
session. Anyway that's enough about me so to the
newsletter proper.

Another year has gone by quickly and here we are at
the 2006 AGM to be held on Monday 3™ April. We hope
we get a good turnout, as this is a barometer of the health
of the club and endorsement of the work the committee
does.

The other meeting this month is the r%ular “Fix-It" and
"Movelt On" Meeting on Monday 24" April at Terra
Nova. Please note that thisis a week later than normal due
to the third Monday being Easter Monday. More about
these below but firstly:

NEXT "A" MEETING: Monday 3™ Apr 2006

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ormal notice of this ANNUAL GENERAL
FMEETING was given in the last newsletter. Thiswill

be held on Monday 3 April at the Terra Nova
Clubroom, 7.45 for 8pm. Enclosed are the minutes of the
last AGM (Accounts will be available on the night) to be
brought along on the night, as they have to be accepted. At
the end of this newsletter are the AGENDA and also a
nomination form for proposing members for the 2006/07
committee. The acceptance of the nominee must be
obtained and the form must be in the hands of the
committee prior to the Chairman opening the meeting.

The committee consists of the Secretary (to be
separately nominated) and seven members. The names of
nominees will be displayed on the blackboard before the
meeting. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer will
be selected from the seven e ected members.

THIS PROBABLY IS, OR SHOULD BE, THE MOST
IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE YEAR, so please
make an effort to attend even if you are not normally able
to get along to other club meetings. This is your
opportunity to elect your committee so please use the
nomination slip at the end of this Newsletter for the person
you would like to put forward.

The retiring committee are all willing to stand again
except for Bernie GBTB who has decided to call it a day
after many decades on the committee, and whom we are
very sad to lose (his asides and anecdotes were a joy). |
would appreciate your committee memories of Bernie for
the next newsletter. Also, Gareth GAXAT has completed
his 3-years' as Chairman so a new one has to be elected.
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At the AGM you will also be able to find out how the
club has been operating during the past year, scrutinise the
accounts, and to express your thoughts on Meetings,
Contests, Projects, Outings etc, which does help the
committee to plan ahead.

NEXT "B" MEETING: Monday 24™ Apr 2006
FIX-IT, Advice, Chin-Wag & "MOVE-IT-ON"

The "B" meeting on Monday 24" April is the regular

"Fix-It" and advice evening with the extra twist. If

you have aradio item or anything else that you just

wish to clear out then bring it along - you never know it
may be just what another member is looking for!

The Fix-It section has proved very interesting and

successful so please bring along that item that has been

giving you grief - the collective heads at the mesting

SRCC Club Dinner: Saturday 25™ Mar 2006

22 members and wives/partners sat down to a very
enjoyable dinner on Saturday night 25" March at the
Mitcham Beefeater Park Place. | noted that the restaurant
was very busy so the service was a bit slow though when
the courses came everyone was fed at the same time. We
were not in our usual room this year but grouped around
two tables of 11 sittings each in a larger room with one
other table. There was lots of convivial chat, and a very
pleasant atmosphere so | expect we will do it again. We
had a short speech from our retiring Chairman Gareth
GAXAT when he thanked the committee members for their
support over the last 3-years and felt the Club isin astrong
position for the future. (Sorry no pictures— I forgot!!)

THE CALENDAR SECTION
SRCC and Local Club Meeting Dates:

usually come up with something. 39 Apr AGM
Please also note this meeting is being held one week = Cranioy ARG~ OnerainT Al — Am AT
i i 5 Apr rawley — “Operating in Mali — An African
later dueto the third M onday being Easter M onday. p Adventure® with Roger G3SXW @ Hut 18, Tigate
LAST "A" MEETING: Monday 6™ Mar 2006 Forest Recreational Centre, Tilgate Forest, Crawley —
Spr‘inq sur.p|us Equipmen'r sare 7.30pm. Sec: Keith G8KZZ on 01403 257788
- ) . www.carc.org.uk
gO_Od turnout was achieved for this Sal,e' which 7th Apr Crystal Palace: Geoff Stone G3FZL Memorial Lecture:
raised over £100 for Club funds. It was nice to see Planning Law for Beginners with Jo Tansley @ All
~ \the visitors who, along with the regulars, had an Saints Church Parish Rooms, Beulah Hill from
enjoyable evening with lots of bargains to be had. We 7:30pm. Bob G300U 01737 552170 (Meet on 1
especialy thank Bernie G8TB and Maurice G4DDY for Friday each month) http://members.aol.com/rfcburns
being up front running the “show”. The interplay and 7 Apr W&DARS — Surplus Equipment Sale @ Martin Way
banter between Bernie Methodist Church, Buckliigh Aven%e, I;/IERT%N
M auri i i PARK SW20 9JZ — 7.30 for 8pm 2™ & last Friday's
and Maurice is a joy to Details: Jim MOCON on 020-8874 7456
watch and makes the , ;
. http://www.gx3wim.org.uk/
evening very pleasurable. = ) ,
It wouldn't be the same 10" Apr CATS: Collossus the first Computer with Ken Myers —
ithout th Meetings normally held @ St. Swithun’s Church Hall,
without them. . Grovelands Rd, Purley 8pm 2™ Monday’'s. Contact
We aso thank Maurice Andy Jackson G8JAC on 020-8651 2727
G4DDY for his “behind g8jac@btinternet.com
%ecﬁ?ethe V‘l’)?tfg o 10" Apr | VHF NFD Meeting @ G8IYS QTH
th it OV 1y NI Wit i
pieces which form part of theitems for sale for Club funds A fyprr | Evamley & PRl = "o Mgt e Rieierel Gl -
- t  makes Meetings n_ormally on 3" Tuesday’'s @ Victory Social
i Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes — 7.30 for 8. Paul
quite an impact M3PGW bdars@greenwand.net or www.bdars.org.uk
O_n the Club Zoth Apr Sutton & Cheam RS — SSETI Express, Lessons
finances  and Learnt with Dave GOMRF. Meetings @ Vice
hel ps towards Presidents Lounge, Sutton United Football Club,
keeping the Gander Green Lane, Sutton — 7.30 for 8pm. Sec:
subs low — John GOBWV 020-8644 9945 www.scrs.org.uk
more about that 24™ Apr | Fix-It, Advice, Chin-Wag, Move-1t-On
ROG(Ij\/(IJUbt a tgg 25th Apr Qgrking & District Radio Society — normally meet on
: 4" Tuesdays @ Friends Meeting House, Butterhill
thanks for the ! iy : South Street, Dorking — opp. Spotted Dog. Details:
excdlent evening go to the Auctioneer pairing of Bernie Walter Blanchard, G3JKV on 01306 884359
G8TB and Maurice G4DDY . Thanks also to Peter G3ZPB wh@g3jkv.co.uk
for keeping the accounts in order, whom | help. oeh Apr | Mitcham & District ARS (Meetings normally last
Wednesday of each month) @ ATC Headquarters,
RC‘"Y Calendar, etc: Commonside West, Mitcham. Sec: Mike Knott
7th May 06 West London Radio and Electronics Spring GOWCR 020-8764 4716
Show — Kempton Park. Talk-in, lcom, Kenwood, oM Apr Crawley ARC — Internet Brains Trust - Mike GOVYN
Yaesu, Major Traders including Martin Lynch, )
Moonraker, Waters and Stanton; Short-Talks, and Stewart G3YSX @ Hut 18, Tilgate Forest
Club Stands, Klub Korner, Flea Market, CATS Recreational Cer]trr]e| Tilgate Forest, Crawley —
Bring & Buy; etc. Entrance still only £3.50 with 7.30pm. Sec: Keith GBKZZ on 01403 257788
tickets on sale from 9am Doors opening 10am www.carc.org.uk
see www.radiofairs.co.uk 28" A W&DARS — Club Quiz Night @ Martin Way Methodist
14" May 06 | Dunstable Downs Rally — Stockwood Park, - Church, Buckleigh Avenuge MERTON PAR¥K SW20
Luton. Plots £7.50 if pre-booked by 29" Apr else 9JZ — 7.30 for 8pm 2™ @ last Friday's Details: Jim
£10 on the day. Entrance/Car Park £2.50 from 0Co 020-88 6 hitp:// 3 K/
9am; See http://www.ddrcbootsale.org/ - MOCON on 74 7456 http://www.gx3wim.org.u
18™ Jun 06 Newbury & District Amateur Radio Society 8" May Project Constructing Evening
. Boot Sale : : 5th Jun Summer BBQ
12" Nov 06 West London Radio and Electronics Autumn P :
Show — Kempton Park. www.radiofairs.co.uk 37 Jul Constr uction Contest
19" Nov 06 CATS Bazaar SRCC Meetings indicated in BOLD with venue of Terra Nova

unless otherwise stated.
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CHAIRMAN THOUGHT of the MONTH -
Apr'll 2006 - 36™ and Final Thoughts

| The club dinner was another pleasant affair
with very tasty food served up to the 22 club
members present. Due to a wedding party in
full swing in another room, the service was a
trifle slow but what the heck, the company
was great!

The next A meeting will be our AGM and
your presence is welcome, not least you can
shape the way the club runs and who holds the reins..I shall
speak more at the meeting (not sure if that is an incentive or
not).

As I write this I have two more days to run until the start
of the school holidays and it will be a welcome break. I seem to
be ever busier (almost certainly self-inflicted however) but
what with building portable aerials, and having proven them as
viable, helping 3 foundation stations duplicate the results ready
for their own Easter holidays (so they can go portable) it's
been busy on the radio front too. The Greenpower car has
inevitable absorbed time (3 Saturdays so far and about half
done) so more effort will be required over Easter if that is to
race on the 30™ April. On the car front we have picked up
another sponsor in the shape of Adaptive Modules Ltd (see
http://www.adaptblue.com/). They are the UK agents for
Maxstream Zigbee radio data modules that we are moving all
our telemetry too (thanks to Roger, G8HDP for mentioning
zigbee about a year ago..). Operating on 2.3 GHz, full data on
these  handy little gadgets can be found at
http://www.adaptblue.com/pdf/datasheet xbee oem-rf-
module.pdf. The company are supplying three modules (2 to use,
1 as spare) F.O.C. for our endeavours. With the easy option of
adding one of the many wi-fi aerial designs that abound on the
internet, it is feasible that we could get live telemetry from
the whole track. Time will tell.....

Noises about how the internet will kill' amateur radio seem
to have died down recently. In pursuit of knowledge I have
recently subscribed to the SOTA, HFPACK and G-QRP email
reflectors. The ease with which answers, ideas and problems
can be aired, shared or solved is partly why I'm so knackered -
I have been trying to move stuff on, several fronts at a timell
It's all enriched my life though and given me yet more things to
do. What is interesting though, the more you dig around
something the broader the applications become. Searching for
more power to use portable I turned to Li-Ion laptop batteries.
As usual there is a whole load of nonsense about using and
caring for them but little things like the manufacturers data
sheet reveals all. Ebay can source most things and quite by
chance I happened on a 8.8 A/Hr laptop pack for a mere £40
(12 volts nominal). I have yet to buy one as I have sourced
other lower capacity cells that together will do the same job,
but is does show what can be had if you know what you want.
Poorly described or wrong category stuff often passes through
for little more than the postage costs and given the original
cost of these packs is often over £100 they represent good
value for money and are very light. Eg, 45 A/Hr at 12 volts,
Jjust 400 grams!l That will do for an hour or two up a mountain.
Whilst searching for JST connector (beloved of aero-
modellers and used by our electric planes) I happened across
another cheap site - www.component-shop.co.uk. They have
made me a 2.4 A/Hr ni-mh pack for my FT-817 - wait for this
..for £8ll Users of this radio may wish to avail themselves of
such a pack, quoting FT-817 pack, it will give 2.4 times what the
standard one gives and costs about a 1/6™ of a lesser capacity
‘better’ pack. I have asked for a JST connector on it to replace
the tiny and weak Yaesu one, and will modify the radio
internally to suit, but I doubt I'll ever need to take it out! In
terms of fusing this merry little lot of chemical energy, I shall
be using some nice things called poly-fuses, made by Raychem.
Basically self-resetting thermal fuses, they will save any
disasters. At the end of the day, lead acid car batteries can be
Jjust as nasty, so don't try any of this at home unless you ‘know
what you are doing'....

You may realise that this is my last 'Thoughts of' as
chairman. Fear not ....at least two people have said they enjoy
the read every month so I will continue as '..from our Hayes,
Kent correspondent’. See you at the AGM.

Members News
WANTED by G4FDN

“l have recently acquired an English Electric 15-750pF vacuum
variable capacitor. It has however what appears to be a small
crack in the glass envelope. Running my finger over it | can't feel
anything and the copper plates inside are untarnished so the
vacuum may still be OK. | guess the thing to do is to carry out a HV
test at around 4 to 5KV as | would expect it to flashover if it has
gone soft. Do any of you have such a potential source available or
know someone who might be able to help?

Pat G4FDN”

Mike GAWII

| recently received the following E-Mail from Mike which

was quite a shock:

“Dear Ray

| have just had four months in hospital with major heart surgery
(two new valves). Strangely enough | don't remember a single
thing of my first 3 weeks post-operative. Happily, I'm now home
again seem to be on the mend.

| have therefore been following your progress with more than the
usual sympathy!!!

| wish you all the best for your remaining treatment and look
forward to meeting up with you at SRCC in the not too distant
future.

Best 73's Mike Sesemann G4WII”
We wish you Mike a full recovery and look forward to

seeing you soon.

Bernie G8TB - Accident

At the Club dinner last Saturday | noted Bernie was
sporting a swollen eye and cuts and abrasions on his hand,
etc. Hetold me he tripped running for a bus whilst by his
local Tesco, and was treated by ther First-Aider. It was
good he felt good enough to attend the Dinner and we wish
you a speedy recovery Bernie— and no running!!

Bernie G8TB - Tribute from Gareth G4XAT

"After many many years sterling service Bernie, G8TB, has
expressed a wish to step down from the committee. We had
managed to hang on to him as Technical Consultant at
committee meetings and I for one will miss (at the meetings)
his seemingly boundless knowledge about radio matters. Whilst
not an active committee member (from the AGM onwards
anyway!l) I wish him well in his second retirement and look
forward to what he creates for this years' construction
contest. Thanks for your contribution Bernard.

Gareth GAXAT"

John's G3BFP “The Thing"” - Part2
John passed to me the following E-Mail he had as a result
of his article found in the last Newsletter and on our

Website:

“Good morning John, As a result of a GQRP email | had a look at
your club website. Whoever puts it together needs to be
congratulated. What a fine and interesting site. It also sounds as
though you have a great club down there in Surrey. Unfortunately |
live in Cambridge so rarely get to your part of the world except to
see my daughter and family in Cobham.

Re your 'Thing'. It occurs to me that it might be a sun dog. |
lived in Canada for many years and in winter time they were not
uncommon. | am not sure of the mechanism exactly but often at
sunrise and sunset when there are ice crystals in the upper
atmosphere you can see three sometimes four faint images of the
sun at 12, 3, 6 and 9 o' clock and offset from the true bearing of the
sun by quite a large angle. If your photograph was taken during
clear cold weather then this is a likely explanation. | have never
noticed the phenomenon here in the U.K. There is probably
something about it on the web.

72/73 de M5CHH/VE3CH”
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LOCAL CLUB NEWS:

Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society
Reading the March 2006 Bromley Newsletter | note that
their AGM took two meetings to complete. Please be
advised that their new Secretary is Paul M3PGW as also
listed in Club News above.

GB20K

Peter 2EQUY P has advised me that the GB20K Repeater
will be changing frequency on 7" April to 145.7125MHz —
the CTSSS stays the same at 103.5Hz

VHF NFD 2006 - Meeting 10™ Apr 2006

Following the meeting held last Monday 30" Jan 2006,
it has been agreed that SRCC will participate in VHF NFD
2006 and hopefully from the same site. It was further
agreed that we will operate the same bands as previousi.e.
6m, 2m 70cm and 23cm.

To progress further we have now set the next meeting
of the team with John G8IY'S for Monday night 10™ Apr
2006 from 8pm at his QTH of 18 Riding Hill, Sanderstead,
CR2 9LN. Please advise John of your intention to attend
either on 020-8657 0454 or johns@connectnet.org.uk

GR2RA nt Firenower
TEEwERcwel et N DR

Who or what is Firepower? The answer? It's the name of the
Museum of the Royal Regiment of Artillery located at the former
Royal Arsenal site at Woolwich in SE London (free public car
parking available or five minutes walk from BR Station). The
Museum houses a comprehensive display of guns and artillery
memorabilia through the ages, and is, of course, also the location
for an existing Amateur Radio Station, call sign GB2RA

Note that this special event call sign will be operational only for the
month of April (from 8th to 17th 2006). A special QSL card will be
available and cards for "eyeball* contacts at any time. We would
welcome your help with running the station or just call in and say
hello. There will be free entry to the Museum for those who can
come and spare the time to help; we plan operation every day in
the school holidays. Watch out in June for a really special call
GB150VC from the same location.

It is hoped to occasionally operate vintage Military equipment, but,
regrettably the Woolwich Arsenal site is not the best electrical
environment (only some 15m asl) and the low RF output of the Pye
designed WS19HP and the Plessey PRC320 limits the range

achievable on HF.
v

The photographs show our last special event weekend held in
February and show some of the young visitors visiting the Museum
taking the opportunity to feel the thrill of HF operation into the UK
and Europe on 80m. We feel this is what it is all about - why not
come and help us?

Mike and Lawrie, 1CCF & GAFAA
0208 654 2582 - michaelandsheila@tiscali.co.uk

DTI Consultation on Fixed Penalty On the
Spot Fines for Amateurs

This consultation was launched in December and has a
deadline of 31" March, just two days away!

Subject to this DTI consultation, Ofcom would also be able
to use on-the-spot fines in the region of £100 for offences
such as operating Amateur Radio equipment without a licence or
outside the conditions of a licence. Like parking tickets, these
would be easier to use/impose as they wouldn't need costly
court action.

For serious cases of misuse, Ofcom will still prosecute, for
which the maximum penalty on conviction is a £5,000 fine
and/or six months imprisonment. The courts may also order
forfeiture of any radio apparatus used in connection with an
offence.

Note that responses to this consultation are sent to the
DTI and not Ofcom.

Amateurs need to respond to the consultation NOW to
ensure we have an effective mechanism to enforce the wireless
telegraphy legislation. Fixed Penalty fines are a good way of
achieving this, however, it could be considered that the system
proposed by the DTI is too lenient as once a fine is levied, that
offence/history doesn't count for future re-occurrences.

To help ensure a good response from Amateurs the
Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society has prepared a
Preformatted Reply Sheet in Word to use when replying to the
consultation. It can be downloaded from

http://www.qOmwt.org.uk/qo/dti

That page also contains a link to the DTI Penalty Fine
Consultation web page. Make sure the DTI know what YOU
think on this important subject.

SIGNING OFF:

| think that is it for this month - if | have missed
anything | give my apologies and hopefully remember it
next time. (Already have anitem on the Sun 11-yr cycle).

So for our main meeting on April 3 it is the AGM so
please make every effort to attend and get your voice and
views held on how the Club should move forward in these
times when it is getting harder to attract new blood. A
nomination slip is attached if you would like to put
yoursdf forward to work on the committee. The “B”
meeting is on April 24" and don't forget the Kempton
Rally on Sunday 7" May — it will be good to see you all
there — www.radiofairs.co.uk for more details.

%?f G4FFY
73 and 88 Posted: 30" Mar 2006
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Al g X . F i ol
Roger GAWAY  Gareth G4AXAT Maurice G4DDY Bernie G8TB Graham G3RJW Robert MIMRS
Current 2005/2006 SRCC Committee

A~
Ray G4FFY

AGENDA FOR THE 66th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE SRCC ON 3™ APRIL 2006

1. CHAIRMAN declares nominations closed and meeting open.
2. MINUTES of previous AGM
3. CHAIRMAN'sreport
4, TREASURERS report. Accounts for 2005/2006
5. APPOINTMENT of Election Scrutineers (if necessary)
6. APPOINTMENT of Hon. Secretary
7. ELECTION of Committee. 7 posts
8. ELECTION of (from Committee)
(& Treasurer,
(b) Chairman

(¢) ViceChairman

9. APPOINTMENT OF Accounts Independent Examiners
- Vote of thanks to previous year's

10. PRESENTATION of AWARDS

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

MEETING CLOSED.

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE 2006 - 2007 (Pleasereturn to Ray Howells GAFFY or before AGM start)

For the position of Secretary / Member onthe SRCC committee 2006 - 2007

If dected | agreeto stand. Signed: ......ccccoeveeeccecececceeee, DT (= I

(You may wish to photocopy this form rather than spoil the Newsletter)
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